
 reminded to switch off lights 
that were not being used, to 
only boil the right amount of 
water to make their cup of tea and 
not to leave televisions and com-
puters on standby with dire warn-
ings of impending doom, not to 
mention a hefty electricity bill.   
 The next Green Flag here in 
St. Kevinôs will explore the area of 
transport in our community. The 

Green School Committee 
here in St. Kevinôs has been 
busy and under the ever-
watchful eye of Ms. Dow-
nes, they have checked pu-

pilsô transport habits by surveying 
the various means of transport used 
by pupils to get to school each day.  
The class displaying the most envi-
ronmentally friendly approach to 
coming to school was awarded the 
coveted ñGolden Bootò award and 
the ñSilver Bootò went to the runners
-up so as you would expect, compe-
tition was keen. There were pupils 
walking to school, cycling to school, 
scooters were dusted off and used 
to get to school. Then there was the 
ñPark and Strideò - where parents 
parked at various locations and then 
let the children walk the remaining 
distance to school.  
 As a part of the survey 
and by way of encouragement, 
each child filled in their name 
on a ticket each week to be 
entered in a raffle at the end of term. 
The prize for the winner was a 
brand new bicycle. The raffle was 
held last Friday and the winner of 
the bicycle was Conor Alas from Mr. 
Begleyôs fourth class. Congratula-
tions to Conor and may he enjoy 
many 

years of safe cycling on his new 
bike. Many pupils won vouchers 
donated by various shops and 
a great big THANK YOU to all 
who made the whole project 
such a success but in particular to 
Ms. Downes and the Green School 
Committee. Well done! 

A Hole In Oneé!!! 
 With news of Graeme 
McDowellsô win in the Ameri-
can Open fresh in our minds 
and the list of Irish golfing greats get-
ting longer by the day, it was only a 
matter of time before someone real-
ised that it might be a good idea to 
introduce golf to a younger genera-
tion.  So it was, when a team of 
young golfing hopefuls from St. 
Kevinôs took part in a recent competi-
tion for schools which teed off on the 
fairways and greens of Delgany Golf 
Course. Decked out in special shirts 
and caps, the team of young boys 
and girls displayed their skill and de-
termination. Congratulations to Fin-
tan, Billy, the two Liams, Emma, 
Aoife, Muireann and Carolyn. Well 
done to all who took part and to the 
teachers who supervised the event. 

A Special CDé!!! 
 Congratulations to eve-
ryone involved in the school 
choir. Mr. Gormley recorded their 
performances at the confirmation 
and communion ceremonies to cre-

ate a CD. Our caretaker. Mi-
chael Boyle created the CD 
labels and covers using photo-
graphs of the children to pro-

duce a unique souvenir for all the 
young singers to enjoy. Well done! 

 Scoil Chaoimhín Naofa, Na Clocha Liatha, Co. Chill Mhantáin. 
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Thank You Mrs. Cotter! 
A Very Special Teacher..!!  
 There has always been 
something very noticeable here in 
St. Kevinôs ð that quite a few 
teachers have worked in the school 
for many years. Whenever you 
meet a past pupil and you have fig-
ured out their name and whether or 
not you actually taught them ð you 
are invariably asked if this teacher 
or that teacher is still teaching in the 
school. Then you are sometimes 
asked if they are still teaching tin 
whistle or do they still make their 
nail pictures. Then you are asked if 
Mrs. Cotter is still teaching in the 
school and you will then be regaled 
with a plethora of fond memories 
and stories about one of the longest 
serving teachers in the school. Mrs. 
Cotter has been teaching here in St. 
Kevinôs since  1974 when the 
school was administered by the 
Christian Brothers.  
 I recall meeting one past pu-
pil who was taught by Mrs. Cotter 
and he informed me that he has 
never forgotten how to iron his 
shirts as this was once a part of 
homework in Mrs. Cotterôs class. 
Mrs. Cotter has always had a pas-
sion for reading and the written 
word. This passion was always fos-

tered and encouraged among pupils 
here in the school, whether in her 
class or not. She also organised a 
Lego exhibition for many years and 
both parents and pupils enjoyed the 
wonderful creations that appeared 
on display. It was even said that 
many parents enjoyed building the 
Lego models while the children en-
joyed displaying them.  
 In recent years, Mrs. Cotter 
took on the setting-up of the school 
library and made sure that  every 
pupil in the school had access to a 
wonderful selection of books. She 
also shared her love of poetry with 
the pupils of St. Kevinôs in her po-
etry club. She also initiated the 
school garden We could fill this 
whole edition of the school newslet-
ter with her many and varied 
achievements here in St. Kevinôs. 
 We have all been very fortu-
nate to have worked with, been 
taught by, or just to have known this 
wonderful teacher, colleague and 
friend who, after a lifetime of dedi-
cated service is retiring from teach-
ing this year.  We will all miss Mrs. 
Cotter but we wish her well with 
many fond memories here in the 
school and indeed in the community 
of Greystones which she served for 
so long.  Rath Dé ort, a Mháire.  



First Communion..!!  
 Congratulations to all 
the pupils in the two second 
classes who received the sacrament 
of First Holy Communion in Holy 
Rosary Church on Saturday, May 
15th. There were two ceremonies 
and we would like to thank  and Fr. 

Dan for helping to make the 
day such a special occasion 
for the pupils, their families 
and friends. A great big 

THANK YOU also to the teachers of 
both classes, Ms. Kirwan and Mr. 
Breen for all their hard word in pre-
paring the pupils for this very special 
day.    

The Right Noteé!!! 
 We would like to con-
gratulate and to thank all 
those pupils who gave so gener-
ously of their time and talent by tak-
ing part in the school choir. The 
choir sang at the Confirmation and 

Communion ceremonies and 
their wonderful singing added 
greatly to these special cele-
brations. A great big THANK 

YOU to Mr. Gormley who conducted 
the young singers and who re-
hearsed the choir in preparation for 
their performances. 

Confirmation..!!  
 Congratulations to all 
those pupils in sixth class who 
were confirmed in Holy Rosary 
Church. Many thanks to all who 
helped to make the day such a 
memorable occasion for all the pu-
pils, their families and friends. A big 
THANK YOU also to the sixth class 
teachers, Ms. Trihy and Mr. OôNeill 
for all their hard work in preparing 
the pupils for their special day.  

School Tokens..!!  
 A big THANK YOU to 
everyone who collected school 
tokens for the school. These to-
kens can now be used to provide 
a wide range of school equipment 
ranging from computer software to 
sports equipment and musical 
instruments. Once again, a great 
big THANK YOU to our caretaker, 
Michael Boyle who collects and 
counts the tokens.  

Thank You..!!!  
 We would like to offer 
our thanks to all those parents 
who, throughout the school year, 
help out in various ways. We thank 
all those parents who listen to pupils 
reading each morning in various 

classes. We thank all those 
parents who provided such 
wonderful fare for the confir-

mation and communion ceremonies 
and who looked after everyone on 
these busy days. We would 
like to thank all those parents 
who helped with the fundrais-
ing spellathon. We would like 

to thank those parents who 
help out by going on class 
trips. We would like to 

thank all those parents who 
help with the Book Fair and 

the Healthy Living display.  A 
great big THANK YOU to all 
those parents who volunteer to 
help out in the school. Your 

generous help is much appreciated 
by pupils, teachers and parents. Go 
raibh maith agaibh go léir. 

Spellathon..!!!  
 A big THANK YOU to every-
one who organised, supported and 
took part in the recent spellathon. 
The children got a list of words 
which they learned and they were 
very enthusiastic about this spelling 
challenge. The spellings were 
checked and sponsorship collected. 
The response was incredible as 
usual. Many thanks to the Parentsô 
Association, to Ms. Trihy and to all 
the pupils who  learned their spell-
ings. Well done! 

Swimming Lessonsé!!! 
 Pupils here in St. Kevinôs 
were able to attend swimming les-
sons in the Shoreline leisure 
centre throughout the year. 
Organised by the Parentsô 
Association, the lessons were a 
great success and were attended 
and enjoyed by pupils with a wide 
range of swimming ability. Swim-
ming is yet another life skill which 
can add to a healthy lifestyle or 
even save lives and this is most im-
portant in a coastal community like 
Greystones where young people 

have such easy access to 
the sea. The young swim-
mers were also very proud 

of their achievements when they 
received their certificates. A big 
THANK YOU to those parents who 
organised the lessons and to all 
those young swimmers who at-
tended the lessons with such enthu-
siasm and vigour. 

flying once again on Greystones 
beach. It is a sign that there is a cer-
tain standard being maintained with 
regard to the facilities, the general 
upkeep of the beach and the water 
quality. Lots of people work very 
hard to maintain the beach and we 
should all make an effort to play our 
part in making sure that the local 
beach is a safe place for all to enjoy. 
 Pupils here in St. Kevinôs are 
constantly reminded of the need for 
us all to reduce litter, to use the litter 
bins and  to act responsibly. This 
applies in school and we hope it will 
apply outside school as well. Safety 
is another feature about which, pu-
pils here in St. Kevinôs are regularly 
reminded. With this in mind, it is no 
harm to remind pupils about two 
other very important flags which fly 
over Greystones beach at this time 
of the year. These are of course the 
red and yellow flags which mark out 
the area of the beach patrolled by 
the beach lifeguard. If these flags 
are flying, a lifeguard is on duty. If 
there is no flag, there is no lifeguard 
on duty. Most people visiting the 
beach remain between the flags so 
that help is available in an emer-
gency. Letôs all enjoy the beach but 
safety should never be taken for 
granted.  

Blue Flagé!! 
 It is great to see the Blue Flag 

Talking About Flagsé!! 
 Reduce, Re-use and Recycle 
saw the first Green Flag fluttering in 

the wind here in St. Kevinôs. 
ñDonôt  Waste Energyò was 
the motto for another flag. 
ñDonôt Waste Waterò became 

the slogan for  yet another flag. Par-
ents found themselves being  


